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Ventura County needs to fund fix for Highway 101
When I started driving the Highway
101 corridor 20 years ago, the freeway
through Ventura County was a mess.
Traffic slowed to one lane through
parts of Oxnard as a left lane merge via
flyover cut off traffic every evening. The
Santa Clara River bridge was rough and
narrow.
The left lane merge in Oxnard is
long gone and improvements have been
made, including a new and much wider
bridge across the Santa Clara River.
But nearly a generation after I earned
my road warrior wings, the 101 through
Ventura County is jammed up again.
Traffic backs up through Ventura and
Camarillo every morning and evening. A
20-minute drive across the county in light
traffic has become a 40-minute to hourlong ordeal.
And yes, there are still places where
the 101 narrows to two lanes — northbound and southbound at the Highway
126 interchange are among the worst
examples.
Twice Ventura County voters have
turned down a sales tax that would
have provided a base of local funding
to earn matching federal or state dollars and move Highway 101 improve-
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decades-old commuting patterns are
hard to change.
And let’s face it, the idea of waking
up in Santa Paula or the Ventura beach
and being on the set in Burbank or at
the office in Beverly Hills in an hour or
so is aspirational for every generation
of young professionals. Autonomous
vehicles will make that lifestyle more
— not less — compelling.
Creating a 21st Century Highway 101
has been a dream since the early days of
the Business Times, when the last vestiges
of the original highway were upgraded
and left merge lanes were replaced by
something better.
Today, the $800 million HOV project
looms as an urgent need if the county is
going to remain competitive. But once that
project is done, others, including better
mass transit, bike lanes and upgrades to
other transportation corridors will move
up the priority list.
The time really has come for Ventura County to think about a permanent
funding mechanism for its transportation needs — beginning with the HOV
project on the 101.
• Contact Editor Henry Dubroff at
hdubroff@pacbiztimes.com.

